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to be very objectionable; and their objections are not APPENDIX.
removed by the modification suggested in your letter,
dated the 27th ultimo, since to reserve to the board and
the court the power of maintaining or reducing the coun-
cillors at Madras and Bombay (unless, Indeed, the con-
currence of both authorities were required), would be
tantamount to an adoption of the proposal, your opinion
expressed in the summary, and reiterated in your letter,
being fixed in favour of this reduction; and we would
further observe, that it is not apparent how the expense
of the additional councillors in Bengal is to be provided
for consistently with the retention of the council at the
subordinate presidency.
" However subject to the control of the supreme go-
vernment, much power must inevitably rest in the local
authority; and that power will be liable to abuse, unless
checked by the association with the governors of persons
of character and eminence in the service. The court fully
admit that it is desirable that the restraints upon the
governor should be such as not to cripple the energy and
vigour which are essential to the due discharge of his
important duties; and they think that this principle is
entirely preserved in the present constitution of the Indian
governments. The governor acts ordinarily with his
council; but he has the power to act independently of
them, knowing that he thereby incurs a peculiarly heavy
responsibility, and that all the circumstances necessary
to enable the authorities in England to exercise their
judgment upon his conduct will be brought to light by
the recorded Minutes of his constitutional associates.
" We presume that it is intended that the* governors of
the subordinates shall continue to be appointed from
home, and that generally they will be strangers to India.
If there were no councillors, a governor must, upon his
arrival, seek advice and information from secretaries,
whose responsibility as advisers of the government is, to